SOMERSET PUBLIC HEALTH FUNDING
IN ACTION

HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND MAINE QUITLINK: A QUITTING TEAM

Redington-Fairview Staff Learn Maine QuitLink Referral Process

a Challenge

Over 17% of adults in Somerset County smoke, according to Somerset County
Health Profile 2021 data. Experts at the Center On Rural Addiction (CORA)
say doctors play a vital role in treating Tobacco Use Disorder as the

potentially terminal illness that it is. One of those experts, Dr. Eli Kemplerer,

says the "Gold Star" practice is for health care providers to include a referral
to a quit line along with nicotine replacement therapy or medication when At A Glance
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' Results

Currently, there here is no way for a health care team to easily indicate if a
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referral to the Maine Quit Link has been made by a provider or their team.
However, thanks to collaboration with Michele Vigue, a practice manager for
five RFGH practices, changes will be made to the current electronic health
record so that referrals to the Quit Link can be tracked. With this information,
we can evaluate our work and adjust as needed to connect as many people to

the Maine Quit Link as possible and improve the lives of our citizens.
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